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The best of the Web: a guide to some of the most
information -rich resources on the Internet

Grouped und er a number of topic headings, Module IV provides descriptions of 100
recommended websites, for the most part non -consumer and non -academic sites. Nowadays
the Web offers such a wealth of great resources it is very difficult to pick a me  re one hundred
among them; the resources listed here are not necessarily my top 100 favourite sites, nor
could all of them be des cri bed as fessenttheel are mainly e three types dof
websites | have include d:

x A small selection of what arguably are some of the most informat ion -rich resources ,
and which might be considered as among the best points of departure for certain -topic
specific Web searches .

x A diverse range of further outst anding information resources interms of their
substance and depth , au thority, currency, organization, and functionality.

x  Entries and descriptions ~ of a number of other websites thatare either useful finding
tools, clever and inventive , funtouse & or anything else that took my fancy!

The listing does of course present  a highly subjective view, and most Web users are likely to
have their own favourite websites , W hether they are more general or reference resources,
consumer websites, or those in specialized areas. It also has to be recognized that the value of
any Web resource will inevitably vary for different audiences.

It might be added that just three of the sources listed inthis selection of 100 websites feature
in C Al e x aaftlsoritative list of the top 500 sites on the Web worldwide, and which you can

view at http://www.alexa.com/topsites/global . But then popularity is not always and not
necessarily a reliable indicator of quality.

Exclusions
Social media sites such as Twitter, Facebook, Fli ckr, YouTube, or Linkedin, etc. are not
included here , although some of them will no doubt rank among the top ten sites among many

Internet users, especially young people.

Also not included are: newspapers and news services, online magazine sites, financial and
investment sites,  sports Web pages and portals, shopping websites and online retailers , online
auction sites , music discovery services or download platforms , commercial software download
sites, free file hosting s ites, libraries of free -to-try software programmes, or open -source office
software suit s ; nor are gossip, fianed hoidayr boakiygdsites, gr avebsitasgfqr
children and teenagers.

Access
All resources listed here are freely accessible. Subscription -based services , or those requiring
payment for downloading material, are not included.  All resources were accessed and test ed

during th e course of April and May 2011 .

Last updated 08 /08 /11
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General resources and finding tools

Ask Scotland  see C Scotland and Highlands  of Scotland

BBC Country Profiles http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm

The BBC News Country Profiles and Timeline pages are a good general resource for up -to -date and

reliable broad overview information on each nation of the world. The Country Profiles give basic

information about each country, its history, politics, and economic background; a media overview

provides information on the press, television, radio, top newspapers, and news agencie s (all with links),

while the Timelines provide a chronology of key ev ents in each c ouAmeéxce)lénsreshurcet or y .
for quick information about any country.

The Encyclopedia of Life (EOL ) http://www.eol.org/

Based at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington ,DC,t he EOL is a global partnership between the
scientific community and the general public. Its goal is to make freely available to anyone knowledge
about all the worl dés o registanasamEOL mefnbeydndcdngributea n  text, images,
videos, comments or tags to EOL pages. Expert curators ensure quality of the core collection by

authenticating materials submitted by diverse projects and individual contributors. When it was launched
in February 2008 it included individualized pages for more than 1,000,000 species of plants, animals, and
microorganisms, and ultimately EOL aims to become an onli ne reference and database on 1.9 million
species, link ing up thousands of computer databases o f animals and plants into a one -stop "virtual

observatoryo.

There are several different ways to find information on species. One way is simply to type a common

name or scientific name into the d-ind 6box at the top  of the page. (At this time, the search is literal and
finds only exact matches, although this will be improved in subsequent releases ). Other ways to find
information are to browse through the text or a graphical version of the classification visible on every
species or linking page. In  formatio n provided is very full. F or example, ify ou searched for fipine marten 0o
(tickidtgexdféou!l ly o uoddrview gaedt brie summary, a more comprehensive description, and
sections on ecology, life history and behaviour, molecular biology and genetics, conservation status,

threats management , relevance to humans and ecosystems, and more information  , together with a range

ECL Announcements Featurad What's New

C e ]l

The Encyclopedia of Life (EOL) . Linking up thousands of computer databases
of animals and plants into a one-stop "virtual observatoryo

of images. This is a wonderful and authoritative learning, teaching and reference resource for anyone

who has an interest in trees, flowers, animals or insects. It is an ever -expanding resource for  people to
understandeart h6s bi odi mde rceniprehensiveaand freely available source of trusted scientific
information together with tens of thousands of stunning images. If you want to contribute as an

individual or organization you will need to register.


http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://www.eol.org/

Fagan Finder  http://www.faganfinder.com/

Mi chael F a g a n Bagan&irnderédnids beemat round for a while . It has suffered from a measure of
neglectin recentyears , but has now been revived and significantly updated. It offers a collecti on of
I nternet tools aimed to help you fifind anything and everything online. 0 Its home pag e can be a useful

starting point, or ~ you can use one of the more focused pages such as image search, academic/reference,

and shopping (i.e. produc tsearch engines),andt here are particular ly good section s on audio and music
and image search e ngines. Each page or section is built using or linking fito the very best resources in
thatcategory 0 or , i n ons loreacasleane tearch tools, also the mo st authoritative & although it is
rightly pointed out that regardless of where you find information, it is important to evaluate the source of

it, especially if you are using it for decision -making or in an educational setting. The URLinfo section is a
usefu | tool for handling W  eb pages: to find out information about a W eb page, WHOIS (i.e. ownership)
data, track it, translate it, search through it, view older versions o fit, find simil ar pages and backlinks,

and some other operations. It is divided into various sections, each with descriptive information and
additional links

Find Files.net http://www.findfiles.net/

A powerful new search engine th at currently searches over 300 m illio n publicly available data files which

you can download from the Internet  with just one click . Find Files.net runs its own crawler and lets you
search, find and download a Il existing Internet media types, suchas over9 milion mp3 audio recordings

of classical and mo dern music, songs and audio books ;o ver 2.5 million audio wav re cordings, sound files
and loops; or you can search within close t 0 900 ,000 rpm software packages, some 820,000 midi audio
musical instrument interfaces, as well as thousands of geo -3d dwg data files; jpeg, gif, png and tiff

images ; Microsoft doc and Exce | documents and exe executables, pdf files, and plain text documents , and
more. You enter your query on the front page and various options are then displayed with the results,

each with its own tab (all, text, document, audio, video, image , software , and so on) together with a link,
titte of page or document |, filesize, anddate . For f L oc hc aund28hdownioadable files in less
thanasecond;, a search fer RWesoO f osimjdstuBdér@wofsécdne ds, while a search for
Api narmend f oundn 354etondsi (buwtibyou have slow connections it could take a little bit

longer) . Itis all very straight -forward, there are no compl ex dndalfleaswateed searc
treated as equal and  are not selected or ranked for importance, whether they are of interest to millions of

Internet users or relevan  tto just a small number of experts. Before you get started you might want to

check out their FAQ pages at http:/mwww.findfiles.net/faq

Find Sounds .com http://www.findsounds.com/

A great free site for finding sound effects on the Web , of just about any description. Itis a kind of Web
search engine, but with a focus on sounds. It is simple and easy to use, and suitable for all ages. Enter

one or more words in the search box and then click on the search button to find audio files labelled with
one of the words. You ¢ an enter any word or a phrase. The results will then display the top ten hits, and

thereafter you can click on the dNext Page Obutton at the foot  of the page to view the next ten hits. (For

some words there can be a hundred or more audio files.) For each r esult you will see the URL of an audio

file and information about it, including its size, number of channels, resolution, waveform display, and its

duration. To download and play the audio file, click on the URL. Download time will depend on the size of

the file and the speed of your Internet connection, but with
more than a few seconds. You can also browse an A -Z listing of sound types, for example animals: from
alligator to zebra, musical instruments: from ac cordion to xylophone, insects: from bees to wasps, b irds:
from blackbird to yellowthroat , hature: from cave to wave and wind, noisemakers: from alarms to wind
chimes, people sounds: from baby burb to yawn, or miscellaneous sounds from bang, beep, blip, blo op;
clang, clank, clap, click; hiss, howl, hum; to scr ape, scratch, scream, screech, and much much more.

By the way, if you want sounds to put you to sleep and need a sleep -aid or relaxation tool
you might want to try a white noise generator such as http://www.soundsleeping.com/ instead.

Highland Council e Reference Library
http://www.highland.gov.uk/leisureandtourism/libraries/informationservices/

These pagesofthe C Hi ghl and Colibrayy and fsrmation Services provide details and links to a
wide range of resources and databases that you can access for  free provided you live in the Highlands

and are in possession ofa  Highlands library card. These include, for example: the Oxford Grove Music

Online & Oxford Encyclop ae dia of Popular Music , which contains a  wealth of information on music,

musicians , and musical instruments. ( Toaccesscl i ck on the o6l ibrary barcode userd
barcode number on your card; while access to Oxford Music Online requires the Il etters O0hi
your library number in the 'Library barcode login' box). T he DNB - The New Oxford Dictionary of

National Biography , an illustrated collection of more than 57,000 specially written biographies of the

men and women from around the world who shaped all aspects of Britain's past. (Remote access to the

Oxford DNBrequ i res the |l etters O0highoé bef oWheo 6yso uVrheohuthbritatve y number )
biographical directory of noteworthy and influential people in all walks of life, in the UK and worldwide;
plus the Who Was Who , containing over 100,000 entries from the archives of Whoos Who dati
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1898. (Access requires you to enter the let ters Ohi gho careéruroberentoyneuréLi brary card
number §. TheoGED - Oxford English Dictionary , the definitive record of the English language and

the accepted aut hority on the evolution of the English language over the last millennium. (Again,

remember that access to this site requires you to enter the
in the library card number field J)

Tovortm D Woevnatin S 2-0- W -t s =@/ B8 LG

The Highland Council 0 = Reference Library

ip2 T Al nformati on y o u htip:Awwvw.iplorg/s t 0

Thisaward -wi nni ng #Avirtual reference decatkgbrized dickctosy®faunthoritadie | e, subj e
websites represents a merging of the collections of resources from the former Internet Public Library

(IPL) and the Librarians' Internet Index (LII) websites. The site is hosted by Drexel University's College of

Information Science & Technology and a consortium of other US colleges and univer sities with

programmes in information science who are involved in developing and maintaining the ipl2. You can

search by keywords or browse resources by subject, by special collections (on a wide variety of topics) ,a
newspapers and magazines section, and there are special browsable collections of material for children

and teenagers, each with a range of subject categories and leading to recommended sites (only child -safe
material is included.) What is especially helpful is the fact that when you click on the magnifying glass

that is displayed next to each search result a pop -up window will provide a brief description,

subjects/topics covered, publisher and/ or creator of the page, and other details . With its abundance  of
reliable information Ipl2 is a splen did resource, useful for students, teachers, librarians, or the general

public, including children and teenagers.

Martindal eds Ref eattpedimwevenarindasedenter.com/

A useful gateway to onlin e ref erence tools in most fields, containing a massive  collection of links  (and
short descriptions for some) , including resources  on agriculture, business and management, economics,
mathematics, together with chemical and biochemical databases, science tables, calculators online
(almost 24,000 of them!) , maps, a health science guide , and agreatdeal more. Choosethetopi cin
which you are interested and then browse the online reference resources available . The author, Jim
Martindale, says he spend s approximatel y 8 hours per day, 5 days a we ek developing the site , working
on it since it first went online in January 1994 !

Online Conversion .com http://onlineconversion.com/

This site boastoavertjlstata biotutc aamyfft hingdo and it seems to be true
units and 50,000 conversions from acceleration constants, angles, area, astronomical units, clothing

sizes, computers and electronics conversions, or cooking units, throughto shoe sizes in diff erent

coun tries, volume or weight and mass. You can also do some more unusual conversions, and there is a

60 Fun sectioh d 6http://onlineconversion.com/funstuff.htm : for example convert your age indog

years or v.v. yourdog & age in human years (the correct formula, if you must know, is 10.5 dog years

per human year for the first 2 years, then 4 dog years per human year for each year after ). Translate

your name into Pig Latin, or find out how ol d you are down to the second, and how many seconds  until
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your next birthday. Oryou can calculate your weight on the moon or other p lanets ; or convert your name
or a phrase into Morse code, e.g. PP . S T - . (= Thisis a great site)

Pinakes  http://www.hw.ac.uk/libwww/irn/pinakes/pinakes.html

Compiled by librarians and hosted by Heriot -Watt University  in Edinburgh , thisis a useful (albeit slightly
dated) collection of links to 36 major, mostly UK -based subject gateways in different disciplines i for
example those in the arts, botany, business, chemistry, history, law, etc. i as well as a number of multi -

subject gateways.
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Videojug for how -to videos

Videojug  http://www.videojug.com/

Find thousands of instructional and how -to videos all in one place . You can search the site or  browse by
broad topic areas (Beauty & Style , Creative & Culture , Family & Education , Food & Drink , Health &
Wellbeing , Lifestyle & Home , Love & Dating , Money & Careers , Sports & Outdoors Technology & Cars )
each witha wide range of more specific sub -headings . You can choose from among 60,000 free how -to
videos 1 for the mos t part professionally  produced , along with those created a  nd contributed by members

of the Videojug community , some of which can be a bit amateurish i on virtually any conceivable topic,

for example: howto clean your dishwasher with vinegar, give a neck and shoulder massage, grow
strawberries, hang a door, make perfect basmati rice, master the basic one -handed backhand in tennis,
plant onions , prepare a room for decorating, remember people's names, temporari ly remove a radiator

for decorating, unblock a toilet, use chopsticks, or use your TV as a monitor for your PC . Ads that

precede most videos can be a bit irritatin g although they are usually quit e short. At the top of the page

you can switch between a Glob al, US, or UK version . You can al s Mosbiewed sbe OyMods t
Di s c us eraHtbttNow &8 Webusersinthe UK mayfind some of the videos al butia bit fit
is nevertheless a useful resource.

Wozzon http://wozzon.com/

This is an impressive events search engine and listings database for the UK , enabling you to find out

gui c kIl y happenihgdnsyour area, covering music of all genres,  movies, plays, art events, live
entertainment in pubs and clubs , exhibitions, tourist attractions, family days out and events for children ,
community events, and a greatdeal more . Putin apostcode (withorwitho ut compl eting the O6Wha
i.e. film s, restaurant s, kids, etc .), or, alter natively, town, or venue name, and then browse listings by

type of even t or type of entertainment. You can selectoTdhmorqridwi@a g 6 we erkéehn d 6
dates 6from a sub -menu, or enter a specific date. You can also fine -tune the postcode search by

indicating to search within x number of miles. The default is 10 miles. In the film category, for example,

it picks up S creenmachine showings in the Highlands , giving you a synopsis of each film, locations (wit ha
small Google map), times, prices, detai Is of cast, etc. and ratings where available. A test search

conducted for dnverness 6(within the 10 miles distance ), for events on Saturday 26 M arch 2011,

generated 55 results.  You can also submit venue and event info rmation that is missing from the Wozzon
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database , and users are actively encouraged to submit comments /reviews and r ate both events and
venues. It will however require (free) registration with Wozzon before you can do so.

Art resources and portals

Artcyclopedia http://lwww.artcyclopedia.com/

Artcyclopedia is both an art portal and a kind of Internet search engine . A total of 9,000 artists are listed

here and 2,900 art sites are indexed, together  with a massive number of 160,000 links. Search by artist
name, search art works by title, or search for art m useums wo rldwide with an online presence; or search
by art movements such as Abstract Expressionism, Art Deco , Art Nouveau, Cubism, Dada, etc.

Alternatively, browse artist s by name, movement, medium, subject, or nationality, and there is also a list

of all women artists. For example, if you were interested in, say William Morr is, the Eng lish Pre -
Raphaelite writer and d  esigner ( 1834 -1896 ), it will tell you in which museums in the world his work can

be found , show records of past sales at auction, sites providing examples of the artist's work, pictures
from or links to image archives, select articles and reference sites, as well as 6Look insBedrend and O
in s i deoks abou tWilliam Morris  available at Amazon . If you are looking for works by a particular artist,
Artcyclopediaisa good  starting off point,tande ven i f y o u ndteobnuy anywonks af art, it is an
excellent and enjoyable resource for browsing and is remar kably comprehensive.

Art History Resources on the Web http://arthistoryresources.net/

Put together by  an art historian and professor of art history at Sweet Briar College in the USA, this is a

good point of departure  forlinksto arthi  story. Searchable, i t covers both Weste rn and non -Western art
history upto 21stcentury .It also offers a survey of art history from ancient times to the present day

arranged by period,  with separate pages devoted to research and image resources (slides, pho tographs,
digital images, film, video), together with an extensive directory  of museums and galleries

Google Art Project see C Module Il p.10

Google Image s see C Module Il p. 20

Mother of All Art and Art History Links Pages http://www.umich.edu/~motherha/

Hosted by the School of Art & Design at the University of Michigan  , the cheekily -named i Mot her of Al |
and Art History LinksP ageso0 is another good Internet gateway to arts
history on the web. It is a huge collection of links i usefully not just links, but most acc ompanied by a

brief description T to research resources, resources for visual col lections, image collections and online art,

a sampling of online exhibits, art history and fine art schools and departments, a directory of art

museums by country , as well as te xtual and linguistic resources ,online art journals, exhibits, university

art d epartments, and more. Time periods are divided into countries, cultures, styles, or by ethnic groups,

as for African art for example.

VADS. The Online Resource for Visual A rts http://www.vads.ac.uk/index.php

VADS lets you access aconstantly expanding range of valuable digitized visual material in both the fine
art and applied art areas. While it is principally a service for the academic community , itis equally

valuable for th e general public and art lovers. Its portfolio of v isual art collections  comprises a database

of over 100,000 images that are freely available and copyright cleared for use in learning, teaching and

research in the UK . It consists of (i) the VADS Image Catalogue , which provides accessto almost 50 art,
design (including fashion and textile design) , p osters and print  collections . For each collectionit  provides
alink where a  description can be found and a link to the images . The whole da tabase is also fully
searchable. (ii) The Learning Index, a series of learning and teaching resources based around the VADS

image collections, written by subject specialist authors and lecturers .Use the VADS o6Lightbox6
your own personal collections of VADS images, but this will require (free) registration and log in. This is
an excellent resource for the visual arts; itis user -friendly and easily navigated.

Book and writing - related websites and resources

Abebooks  http://www.abebooks.co.uk/

Possibly the major online marketplace for browsing, s earching , and buying new, antiquarian , out -of-print ,
and rare books from thousands of booksellers in all parts of the world, selling 140 million books . Search
for that elusive book, view a nimage and description of the item (e.g. the condition of the book),

purchase it via a secure checkout process and the bookseller then ships it straight to you. You can also

search for first  editions only.
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Alibris UK http://www.alibris.co.uk/

Another good online market place for buying and selling  not only new and used books , and rare and
collecta ble titles , but also music and movies . Alibris has good advanced search facilities to help you track
dow n obscure titles, and also gives you access to an extensive directory of seller s worldwide by country,
e.g. 866 independent sellers in the UK and over 2,000 in the USA. Additionally, there i s  Alibris 6
Community 6for discussions aboutb ook collecting (an  d where you can try to find out whether your books
are valuable) , or discussions by genre

BookCrossing http://www.bookcrossing.com/

I f you are a book lover, youdll find BookCrossing aft-invent.
use website. BookCrossing 1 the practice of leaving a book in a public place to be picked up and read by

others, who then do likewise T aims to connect people through books. It encourages readers to read,

register, and firelease 0 books for others to enjoy. BookCrossing is also the act of giving a book a unique

identity so, as the book is passed from reader to reader, it can be tracked , thereby connectingi ts

readers. There are currently close to 1 million BookCrossers and almost 8 million books travelling around

132 countries.

Welcome to the World's library!

It's @asy to find books, share books, and meet fellow book lavers

1. Label 2. Share 3. Follow

) ﬁ;@

BookCrossing o0r el ease your books fAinto the wildo

This is how it works: (1) Register the  book or books you want to release forf  ree, and get a unique
BookCrossing ID.  This BCID then allows you to follow your specific book wherever it goes. You will need

to label your book  and there are several ways you can do so, one method is d ownload ing free
BookCrossing labels and print them from your computer onto label stock. (2) Onceyo u 6 v e led gobre |
book itis ready to travel the world. You can give it away to a friend or a stranger, o r elBase itinto the
wild 0. Leave your label led book onaparkbench ,onabu soratrain, a coffee shop, or anywhere else
where itis | i kely to be pi chyambthar pader.rThefi c afindgitt vhere in the world  your
book goes, and who reads it. (3) When another reader finds your book, they can enter the BCID on

BookCrossi ng. com and report that ités been caught. Journal entri
where your book is, who's reading it now, and follow where it goes next. Some books tend to stay in one

region while others can move around quite a bit.

BookFinder .com http://www.bookfinder.com/

An independent subsidiary of C Abebooks (see above), thisiso ne of the better book price comparison
websites, with good advanced search facilities. It can help you to save time by not having to search
individual books s laildeBoskBinder awill¢ell yowgwhieh bo  oksellers offer the best prices.
When you find the book you want you can buy it directly from the original seller . You can compare prices
on over 150 million boo ks for sale, new, used, rare, out -of-print, including textbooks . With its huge
inventory you can compare prices from booksellers in over 50 countries, written in English, French,

German, ltalian , and Dutch, and this is useful especially for hard to find or obscure items.
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British Library Online Catalogues

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/catblhold/all/allcat.html

From this page you can search all of the British Libra ryos onl i ne Seach aithergtheeMsin
Catalogue that contains records for over 19 million books, serials, printed music, maps, newspapers,

sound archive and W eb archive items . Alternatively  search by individual major catalogues, which include

theLi braryds new catal ogue f or,nawsgapeisy thessouadhacchiveonthe s ¢ Britight s
National Bibliography ~ (BNB).

Ebooks http://lebooks.adelaide.edu.au/

Search availability of  a very large number of full -text ebooks at this smartly -designed site h osted by the
University of Adelaide  Library in Australia . Find classic works of literature, civilization, history, philosophy,
science , travel and e xploration as well as gastronomy and cookery (' from a variety of countries ), most
now freely accessible online to anyone because the copyright has expired and the books are in the public

domain. You can browse by subject, title, author or search by keywords. Works are presented as HTML
files, thereby making them accessib le to anyone with a Web browser. Most of the web books were created
from plain -text versions available from Project Gutenberg http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page or

fro m other free public -domain sources . The plain textversio  ns have been converted into web books for
this site, in order to maximise their accessibility and usability. Titles can be downloaded to eReader

device s supporting the ePub standard, such as Sony, BeBook, Bookeen , B&N nook, or the iPhone . Brief
author biographies 1 most with accompanying portraits of the authors i as well as links to other

resou rces are provided for each work and further enhance the utility of this site.

Open Library  http://openlibrary.org/

Open Library is a California State Library and the Kahle/Austin Foundation -supported project of the non
profit Internet Archive http://www.archive.org/ , which has th e lofty goal to create a unique Web page for
every book ever published. To date it has gathered over 20 million records from a variety of large library
catalogues in all parts of the world, as well as single contributions by authors and writers. Additional ly, it
provides free access to over one million ebooks no longer in the public domain (as well as more recently

published books by authors who are happy to make their work available as ebooks, at no charge). You

can search by author (or through advanced se arch functions) and by subject. You can search for ebooks
specifically by checking the 6Show only ebooksd box under
ebook, you will see that it is available in a variety of formats. To the right of the edition re cord, you will

see a list of formats: e.g., pdf , plain text, DAl SY, ePub, Dj Vu, MOBI ,

of the list, you wil!/l al so see a tab that reads O6Read

automatically open up in th e Open Library book reader.

Open Library is yours
to pxplore, collect & describe.

The Open Library .Seeksto create a unique Web pag e for every book ever published
You can view and browse author by (i) most editions published, (ii) first published, and (i) most recent
published, and there are also listings of prolific authors ~ who have written the mos  t books on any subject

orgenre. T h eMost Recent 6choice usually means digitized editions are available, unlike first editions for
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which only arecord mayexist . Forexample ,f or Char | e s A ChristmlasQarsl6 s reports no less
than 2,302 works in all different editions inclu ding the original first edition . However, for Oliver Twist, for
instance, you can read an early il | udslishedintheUSGnH860 s eCliakbndhee di t i on 6
O0Redddn and after it has IPaydded thhe [Lilodkhgn aalematkally display
the book page by page, a bit like a slide show. Click dlayd agaiausetandtipen againto resume.

Click on the speaker icon to hear the book read out aloud (albeit very monotonously in a flat co mputer -
generated voice) in  Digital Accessible Information System (DAISY) format, a means of creating digital

talking books for people who wish to hea ri and to navigate T written material presented in an audible
format, for example blind people a nd those with impaired vision. In the control panel at the foot of the

page you can also zoom in and out, select a one page or two page view or even a thumbnail view onl y;
flip left to turn back a page, flip right to go forward a page. You can also export certain titles , although
there are restrictions in doing so. This is a marvellous  resource .

Read Print  http://www.readprint.co m/

ReadPrint is a kind of online repository and directory of public -domain books no longer in copyright and

which are now freely available online. The books range from classics of literature to titles by relatively
obscure authors, covering essays, fiction and non -fiction, plays, poetry and short stories, a total of 0 ver
8,00 0 online books by 3,500 authors. Search by author, title, or keyword, or browse by broad categories.

You can also browse an A -Z a uthor index by last name. In order to gain access to the books you will need
to sign-up and r egister to create a free dookshelf 6and to bookmark pages in books you wish to read

Scottish Poetry Library T Poetry Online see C Scotland and Highlands of Scotland

Writers & Artists Online http://www.writersandartists.co.uk/

This website offers extensive freely accessible extracts from thepopular Wr i tersé & Art,astsod6 Yea
guide to mark ets in all areas of the media. C ompletely revised and updated each year, it published its
104th consecutive edition in 2011 (A & C Black, the 832 page print edition is modestly priced at £14.99

and is well worth purchasing). It also contains a wealth o f practical advice and information on a huge

range of topics including copyright, finance, submitting a manuscript and e -publishing, as well as a
comprehensive up -to-date directory of media cont acts. The listings are online, so you can search the full

dire ctory of 5,000 media and other contacts: publishers, literary agents, newspapers and magazines,

picture libraries, commer  cial art studios and much more. You can search by entering the name of the
organiz ation or publisher you are looking for, by using keyw ords to search whole listings, or by searching
within certain categories of listing s. You get five free searches, but to perform unlimited searches, and

get full contact details for list ings, you will have register. Registration is free. Writersandartists. co.uk also
features blog posts, news and advice, author videos, selected articles from the Yearbook and extracts
from other writing books.

You can al so gEhe aWriets s d & résoutce forevriters who want to get their work

published, or who want to develop their careers. I'n the sTeeknawddow 6 you can | tharn abou
publishing process, whether you need an  agent and how to get an agent, approaching a general

publisher, approaching a poetry publisher, writing tips and advi
market , plus two extracts from aguideto book mar keting. h&ndritn séFYoZooan freely
access five extracts from The Artistodos Guide to Selling Work

Business

Business Dictionary http://www.businessdictionary.com/

Contains ¢ lear and concise definitions of over 20,000 business terms, presented in a nice clean interface.

Search or browse by subject under a wide range of business topic headings. Also offers an answers

service on any business  -related topics: type in your question, which is posted on the site, and you then

wait for an answer from the community of Business Di ctionary users. However for some more complex
recent questions answers seem to be a little bit thin on the ground!

Scotti sh Business Information Service (SCOTBIS) http://scotbis.nls.uk/index.cfm

Based on the vast resources of the National Library of Scotland , SCOTBIS is national information service
and portal for Scottish businesses that lets you access a wide range of market research reports, business

databases, numerous international directories, and bus iness and trade journals. SCOTBIS provides users

with a free enquiry service (and also offers fee -based research and other charged services ). For example,
it can help you to track down a Scottish company; browse links to W  eb directories worldwide; find an
industry and market research report on that industry, and find trade survey articles  or W eb links for a
specific industry.  Alternativel y, research a specific country to which you might be exporting and browse

links to country/region web resources. And ther e are also various helpful links for starting a business ,
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leading to  key web resources, including business support services, export information, franchising
resources, as well as links to potential funding resources.
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Startups.co.uk . A resource for business start  -ups of all kinds

Startups.co.uk http://www.startups.co.uk/

An excellent resource forb  usiness start -ups of all kinds i whether aspiring entrepreneurs, small scale
enterprises, or  those starting a new venture working from home I with a large range of how -to guides
exploring all the issues you may face when bringing your idea from your hea d onto the market. It offers a
wealth of advice  on topics such as  setting up a company, registering as a sole tra der, financing a
business , launching a website , sourcing product suppliers , entrepreneur skills  required , taking on staff,
time management ; or working from home , financing your home enterprise , working from home tax tips ,
etc. It covers just about every co nceivable small business activity, from running your own market stall,

opening a café or sandwich shop, operating a bookshop, health store, clothes shop, florist, gift shop,  or
health food store, or starting up as an antique dealer.  There is plenty of  sound advice for home based
ventures, full -time or parttime , such asah andyman /woman business , pottery or jewellery  -making,

run ning a B&B, becoming a dog walker, window cleaner, landscape gardener ,and more. Each with lots of
tips about all the factors y ou will need to consider before you start out, the investment you are going to

need, the likely competition, and the potential pitfalls you will want to avoid. The site also has a useful

cash flow calculator that you can use to experiment with factor s affe cting cash flow, whileas  tart -up
costs calculator lets you estimate start -up and/or capital expenses .

Dictionaries and reference

Acronym Finder  /Acronym Attic http://lwww.acronymfinder.com /

This huge database of more than one million human -edited definitions is probably the largest and most
comprehensive dictionary o facronyms, abbreviations, and initialisms . Combined with its sister site  the
Acronym Attic  (see http://www.acronymattic.com/ ) Acronym Finder contains more than 5 million

acronyms and abbreviations. Additionally you can also search for more than 850,000 US and Canadian

postal codes , or you can search forloca  tions of UK post codes (although you can do this also with Google

or Streetmap UK  http://www.streetmap.co.uk/ ).

Business Dictionary see C Business

Cambridge Dictionaries Online http://dictionary.cambridge.org/

Letsyou freelysearchthe Cambri dge Advanced L e andsane6fs thdliotheridatiorary y
tools. When the search result is displayed you can also click on to hear the UK or US pronunciation of the

word. Additionally you can access (for a limited number of words) atrial version of a Visual Thesaurus,
an interactive dictionary and thesaurus that allow s you to discover the connections between words in a
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visually captivating display. There are also pages devoted to a blo g, O6Word of the Dayo6, and
section on O Nvbieh wiMeepd/@ dp to date with new words and meanings that are just
starting to be used in English.

FOLDOC i Free Online Dictionary of Computing http://foldoc.org/

Browse or search this free online dictionary of computing supported by the Imperial College Department
of Computing. It includes definitions of acronyms , jargon, programming languages and tools, operating
systems, networking, theory, conventions, standards, mathematics, telecoms, electronics, institutions,

companies, projects, products, history, and much more, a total of al most 15,000 terms . The interface
doesndt | ook very exci t areapsytohbinderstandraed ae e f Eembedddad with siseful links
to related technical terms and topics, as well as links to the results for same searchtermsin  C

Webo pedia (or Wikip edia) , C OneLook Dictionary Search , and Google.

Lexicool http://www.lexicool.com/

Developed and run by an international team of linguists and IT specialists based in France, this website

provides a searchable directory to over 7,500 freely available online bilingual and multilingual dictionaries

and glossaries, many of which have been ¢ reated by translators working in specialist fields. They range

from general dictionaries, technical and business dictionaries, through to multilingual dictionaries in many
highly specialist areas. ~ You can search by language(s), subject, or title/keyword; or you can also browse
entire subject groups. Each search result provides details of the dictionary format (e.g. pdf) number of
entries, languages covered, the file size, together with a link to the online dictionary or glossary. Also

included are special translation and dictionary pages for several languages.
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Lex icool. A searchable directory of over 7,500 freely available online bilingual
and multilingual dictionaries

Netlingo. The Internet Dictionary see C The Internet

N o | oBlan -English Law Dictionary http://www.nolo.com/dictionary/

A free resource where you can f ind definitions  of legal terms in plain English by searching or browsing.
Search the whole dictionary by  entering aword or a phrase, browse by legal topic , or browse all
definitions from A -Z. The site also offers hundreds of free articles on everyday legal topics. Bear in mind
though that this is based on the US legal system and US law ,and also that legal  informationi s not the
same as legal advice.

Onelook Dictionary Search http://lwww.onelook.com/

This is a kind of search engine for both words and phrases. More than 19 million words in over 1,000

online dictionaries  are indexed by Onelook. The search box givesyoua choice of finding definitions,

search all dictionaries, or find translations. For example for the word finostalgiao i
dictionaries that include the word nostalgi a, and you can then click on the link cho osing your preferred
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dictionary , for example the  Cambridge Advanced Learner & Dictionary , MerriamWebst er 6 s, Col |l i ns
Macmillan, etc.  Usefully (although results can be a bit hit and miss) you can also access a Reverse

Dictionary 6that will let you describe a concept and then get back a list of words and phrases related to

that concept. Your description can be a few words, a sentence, a question, or even just a single word

Roget's II: The New Thesaurus http://education.yahoo.com/reference/thesaurus/

The 1995 US edition of  Roget's classic Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases is known as Roget's II:
The New Thesaurus (3rd edition) , which is freely available online on several websites, including these

Yahoo pages. Here youcan f ind synonyms and word suggestions in a searchable thesaurus and a vast
store of words  that features 260,000 synonyms and cross -references in an easy -to-use format, together
with an alphabetical index and a hyperlinked category index. While it is useful to have this freely
accessible online, the  electronic version  cannot replace the current 150th anniversary (UK) print edition

published by Penguin Books in 2002 (£16.99 cased), which is a truly wonderful resource and now also
contains hundreds of recently coined words and phrases, thus ensuring that the thesaurus reflects the
English language of the twenty -first century.

Synon yms.net http://www.synonyms.net/
This is one of most the comprehensive synonyms resource s on the Web. Type a word in the search box

and a list of synonyms and antonyms for the different word sense s will then be returned , followed by a
range of images intended to match the word (although the choice of some of these images had me
slightly baffled !) Alternatively, you can browse words alphabetically . Arange ofads thatpopup atthe

top of each sea rchresultarea bitirritating, but this a good resource nonetheless.
Webopedia see C The Internet

WhatIs ? A Gloss ary of Computer Terms and Learning R esources
http://whatis.techtarget.com/
Search here for computerand Internet terms and definitions , browse by cat egory, or browse an
alphabetical A -Z of topics. Additionally you can also access numerous other information -packed learning
guides and tutorials  about computer and IT related topics, including computer  back -up a nd recovery,
printers and peripherals, etc. and a variety of ficheat sheets 0, the me aning of which, What Is tells us, has
broadenedtoinc | ude any memory r eflfganihg, aicheattsteet is a reférénce tool that

for

r
provides simple, brief instruc tions o] accomplishing a specific task. o
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Visual Dictionary Online . Allows users to match images to words
Visual Dictionary Online http://visual.merriam -webster.com/
Visual dictionaries allow users to match images to words, and this dictionary is useful if you know what
someth ing looks like but not what it is called, or when you know the word but
offers access to 20,000 terms with contextual definitions, with 6,000 full -colour images of a very wide
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variety of items , from most aspects of life and including hundreds of everyday objects. Access is provided
in two ways: you can browse by broad themes, each with a range of sub -categories, or search using the
index search box. Ani  mated and other advertising is a distraction, but then again it is a free resource !

Foo d and recipes

Recipe Bridge http://www.recipebridge.com/

Recipebridge.com is an impressive and user -friendly search eng ine for recipes, allowing you to find

recipes on thousands of cooking websites and recipe blogs. It contains a database of over 1.8 million

recipes. For example a search for fArabbito wills diisphay!| 380 r
2416fro m 77 sites, fAcodo 3,743 from 135 sites, while fAirhubarbbo
102 cooking websites. For each search r esult you subsequently click it gives you the name of the original

recipe, the required ingredients, an image for most, a link to the original recipe (this can be a bit slow if

you have low -speed broadband connections) and full directions/methods for baking or cooking, together

with ratings and comments by viewers. There are good advance d search facilities if you are not sure what

precisely you are looking for. Alternative methods of searching are by ingredients which you might

currently have in your pantry or fridge, or you can check out the categories by meal or occasion. You can

save all your favourite recipes, include your own recipe s in the RecipeBridge database prov ided they are

accessible online , or post comments about recipes, but for this you will need to create an account

(registration is free).

Still Tasty  http://www.stillt asty.com/
Created by a Canadian mother ~ -daughter duo that both have experience in consumer affairs, Still Tasty is
devoted entirely to the shelf life of food. Drawing on authoritative sources and recommendations from the

US Department of Agriculture, and t he US Food and Drug Administration, among other government
agenci es, it answers your questions whether fito keep it or t
items. You can search the database or browse shelf life information by category. There are also helpful

articles about expiration dates (should you pay attention to them?), what foods you can freeze, and
learning about the difference between "use by," "best by" and "sell by" dates. While the site and
database is fairly heavily North America -biased, this is an informative and clever resource.
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StilTasty . AKeep it or toss it?o

The Wor | dés Heal t hhttg/svivw.vihimadslcom/foodstoc.php
You dondt need to be a heiahendelyrictrresaukce. t oEstabfishen py (TheiGeorge

Mateljan Foundation , itaimsto helpyou todiscover and share scientifically proven information about the
benefits of healthy eating. As a not -for -profit organization it is in a position to provide an ind ependent
perspective that is not influenced by commercial interests. The iwor | d' s h eodslotwhichesdrs fa

total of 130 food items, have been selected because they are among the richest sources of many of the
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essential nutrients needed for optimal health. The Foundation uses a concept called nutrient density to

determine which foods have the highest nutritional value. Click on t oanditwilthen lehdysut 6
to the list ofi  ndividual food items, grouped under 11 heading s: vegetables, seafo od, fruits, eggs and low -
fat dairy, beans and  legumes, poultry and  lean meats , beef ( lean organic ), nuts and seeds, spices and

herbs, natural sweeteners , and greerhteen,&oy sauce , water ). For each item youclick  to view it
will then presentyou  with an overview and animage , followed by sections on health benefits  , a short
description, history, how to select and store, how to enjoy, individual concerns, together with a

nutritional profile , supported by references charts and tables . The site also  offers access to over 100 tasty
and nutritious  and easy -to-prepare recipe s.
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Yummly  http://www.yummly.com/
There are a lot of recipe search sites on the Web, but Yummly, launched in June 2010, is arguably one of

the best and one of the most comprehensive. It has an attractive interface and b rings together recipes

from many parts of the world. It claims that it is Athe worldds first semant.i
search and recommendation platformdé, and enables you t
personal taste, and/or nutritional and dietary preferences. The site aggregates recipes from a h uge

number of cooking websites, and is fully integrated with Facebook. (In order to use and register with
Yummly you need a Facebook account). One useful feature is that Yummly lets you edit recipes and save
them as your own.

How -to

Wikihow  http://mww.wikihow.com/Main -Page

In recent years the Web has seen a dramatic increase in so-cal | ed 0cont &tarrm uséddor ms " ,
demand media that produce hundreds of thousands of articles paying freelance writers to churn out how -

to articles and instructional videos on just about every conceivable subject. They are frequently based on
what people are searching for and how much ads those search terms are worth, in other words textual

this

c [i
o fii

r

n d

content that is designe  d to satisfy algorithms for maximum retrieval by Google and other search engines

You will do well to approach or rely on some of these sites with caution, as sometime the articles can be

something less than professional, and the videos are decidedly slop py or hastily produced. Wikihow,
although-tao66hsovt e as well, is in a different | eague. |t 1is
build and share the world's largest, highest quality how -to manual. Like the famous Wikipedia

http:/Mmww.wikipedia.org/ , Wikihow is a wiki, in that anyone can write or edit a page on the site.

Thousands of people from all over the world have thus far collaboratively written over 100,000 how -to

articles. Its Creative Commons |l icense all ows Wiki Howdéds articles to be used

person for any non -commercial purpose. Because WikiHow is editable by anyone, its content changes
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every day. Each edit can be seen on its Iwedcbnstanfybyp Recent
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Wikihow . Aims to build and share the world's largest, highest quality how -to manual

Either search the site by key word(s), or browse articles by broad categories, such as Cars and other

vehi cles, Computers and  electronics , Finance, Business and legal, F  ood and enter taining, Home and
garden , etc., each of which will then lead you to a range of sub - and sub -subcategories. For example for
Cars and other v ehicles a sub -category is Bicy cles, which includes articlesa  bout maintenance, care and
repair of bicycles, while articles on the sport of bicycling can be found in Bicycling, and there are two sub -
sub categories: bicycle brake and chain maintenance, bicycle tyre maintenance. It will then also display

links to all a rticles for th e bicycles category, a total of 71 atthistime (April 2011) . Articles include, f or
example, How to Attach a Camera to a Bicycle Handlebar, or How to Build a Bicycle Cargo Trailer, each

with clear step -by-step instructions accompanied by thumbnail pict ures that can be enlarged. For each
guestion or topic you can also click to join discussions, or making suggestions, but for this you will need

to join the Wikihow community by signing up and then log in. Wikihow can be strongly recommended, it
is easy to use, articles are written in very accessible style, and the site has a very attractive interface and

is a pleasure to use.

Startups.co.uk see C Business

Image and visualiz ation resources

Google Images see C Modulellp. 21

Information is Beautiful  http://www.informationisbeautiful.net/
There are now several websites devoted to visualizing
effective info -graphics, and thissitehoste d by Davi d Mc Camt:lpie sharts. LdvePpietHate

c han

nforn

pe-chartso) is one of the best. Yeodownmenoandlrdwseover200menwi cs from a

and recent images that use information design to explore a whole range of subjects visually: f acts, data,
ideas, subjects, issues, knowledge, statistics, questi ons, allwitha  minimum of words. If you wish, you

can join interactive projects, or if you click the 6Pl ayd te

interactive visakhé¢iagialt?o8sciiedtSnfic evidence for popul ar

heal

of mol ehil |l s. A timeline of global medi a scare storieso, ano
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Information is Beautiful . T he art of presenting information in a highly  accessible way

anything and everything . &’ou might say this website is really about the art of presenting information,
whether profound or trivial, in a highly accessible way.

Morgue File  http://www.morguefile.com/

The Morgue File is a great resource and contains a huge number of free high -resolution digital stock
photographs and reference images for either corporate or public use. The purpose of the site is to provide

free image reference  material for illustrators, comic book artists, designers, teachers, students and all
creative pursuits. @lwhichkwildhen leadyoletea fifehdedigoes to help you find

images quickly and easily. Start by clicking a filter on the lef t or enter a search term and click 6 ddto
search 6 Or you can browse by keywords, categories, size, rating, and more.

At the foot of the Morgue Fileds home page there are |links t
you might also wish to che  ck out some of the following sites that give you access to free stock

photographs or public domain photography: http://www.mayang.com/textures/ (over 3,800 fr ee use,

free to download, high  -resolution texture  images); http://www.nationsillustrated.com/ (over 7,700

pictures from around the world ); or http://www.openstockphotography.org/ (a central media archiv e

operated by the Wikimedia Foundation, containing almost 2 million files). When up or downloading

material from any of the above sites make sure to check each site for terms of service, the specific

guidelines that they request you follow in order to use their images, and that you credit the photographer

when attribution is required.

The Internet

Alexa http://www.alexa.com/

Free traffic metrics, search analytics, demographics, and more, for website owners and developers,

including ranking, access statistics and analysis, related links, etc. Just type the URL of any site into the

Al exa search box and cl i Aldaalshhas iniegestiaglistshobtop vebsitesdycountry,
language orina particular category (the latter each with a range of sub -categories.) Or you can

download a free file of the global top million sites sorted by Alex atraffic rank. For the count ry or territory
search , the results will display the 100 top sites i but rated in terms of popularity rather than location or
country domain i each with a brief description and a link.

Broadband Speed Checker http://lwww.broadbandspeedchecker.co.uk/

There is a lot of hype among broadband providers about their connection speeds to access the Internet,

speeds of fAup 20 MbpsoOo or mor enredlitgthewsgeada drd frequgntly sometisingd , but i
considerably less, especially in rural areas, e.g. those in the Highlands of Scotland. This is a useful tool to

check your current broadband speed. Start the speed test by clicking on the big button in the cent re of
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the page. The check will start by downloading a file and will measure your download speed. This takes

about 20 seconds. Once the download has finished, the broadband speed test will try to upload a test file

and will also measure your upload speed, a nd then show the two results. It will also automatically display

your IP address. The broadband speed is measured in kbps (kilobits per second). Approximately 1,000
Kbps is 1IMbps . Thus, a download speed of e.g. 6,693 Kbps is approximately 6.5Mbps. You can also enter
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Broadband Speed Checker . Check out the speed of your Internet connection

your post code to compare downloads speeds for different broadband packages in your area; additionally

you can choose to view and retain your previous speed tests, but this will require (free) registration of
your email address and password. It should be noted that broadband speeds are always likely to vary,

sometimes quite significantly from day to day, or even from hour to hour, depending o n Internet traffic,
orowing to outage or other problems that may temporarily disrupt your landline or broadband services

from your Internet service provider. (If you wish you can also check and compare the results with other
broadband speed testing services, for example T hinkbroadba nd.com at

http:/Mmww.thinkbroadband.com/ )

Hoax -Slayer see C Scamsandh oaxes

Netlingo. The Internet Dictionary http://www.netlingo.com/

If you want to keep up with what your young children are talking about, this is to place to go if you seek

a definition of the latest Internet and chat lingo 8 or want to impress them with you Internet savvy! One
of many websites that specialize in Internet terms, it offers thousands of definitions that explain the
online world (in business, technology, and communication, etc.) and the latest Internet and IT jargon.

Itis a well -structured, enjoyable, and user -friendly resource with easy  -to-understand definitions, using

|l aymands | anguage for the most part. There is also a useful
htt p://www.netlingo.com/smileys.php , while an extensive list of chat acronyms, text message shorthand ,

online chat and instant messaging, can be found at http://www.netlingo.com/acronyms.php . And there is

an entertaining Jargon Word of the Day Feature done recent exampl e ,whichisdefhedt t oheado
to mean APeople who are in perfect alignment on an issue, an
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NetLingo. The place to go for the latest Internet and chat lingo definitions

Scamdex see C Scamsandh oaxes

Symantec Threat Explorer

http://www.symantec.com/business/security _response/threatexplorer/index.jsp

(Main page) or

http://www.symantec.com/business/security _response/threatexplorer/risks/hoax

es.jsp (Hoaxes and viruses)

The Symantec Threat Explorer is a very comprehensive resource for daily, accurate and up -to-date
information on the latest threats, risks and vulnerabilities on the Internet . It covers just about everything
from adware, diallers, hack tools, hoaxes, and joke programmes , through to spyware and trackware, as
well as potentially unwanted and/or suspicious applications. New alerts appear da ily (usually several
every day). Y ou can access a complete list in alphabetical order, or search for it if you know the name of

the hoax, scam, or virus. For each it then displ ays details, including date discovered, name, type,
severity and a  short description, together with details about the operating systems affected, and a

potential damage assessment. It also gives you a choice of removal tools (but be extremely careful about

using these, as they can be complex and are primarily intended for network administrators and

experienced webmasters). The site also offers access to some useful articles about virus hoaxes and the

dangers they pos e. Finally, thereis  an excellent and ver y full glossary at
http:/Mmww.symantec.com/business/security response/glossary/index.jsp , with definitions of terms , and
answers to other Internet security -related questi ons.

Webopedia  http://www.webopedia.com/

Webopedia is a free online dictionary for words, phrases and abbreviations that are related to computer

and Internet technology . Unlike dozens of other computer, IT, and Internet dictionaries that can

now adays be found online onthe Web  , it provides easy -to-understand definitions in plain English, without
the use of heavy techie jargon , so that the site is accessible to users who are relatively new to the

Internet. Inaddi  tion to definitions of terms or phrases, Webopedia also provides links to sources of

further information on the topic where applicable . Information is  gather ed from standards bodies, leading
te chnology companies, academic institutions , professional online  technical publications, white papers and
professionals working in the field. There is also a very useful iDi d You Know?0 archive, prov
to many qu estions you might have about the Internet  broadly or email in particular , Or questions about
compu ters , and hardware and software, offering quick links to  recently published articles, while the
AQui ck Ref er pageseffeAarweathtoof information on common Internet and computer facts and
occurrences. This is a n excellent resource , with a very attractive interface and only a small amount of
advertising.
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Webreference http://www.webreference.com/

This reference and tutorial site may well be abitto o advanced for the uninitiated and is mainly target ed
at IT profess ionals and w ebsite developers, providing a wealth  of guidance about web design and tips and
tricks . However, if you want to know a bit more about the art of setting up and designing a website, and

the whole field of Web mastery , you might well benefit from browsing this resource. It offers many
tutorials on all aspects of Web design and authoring, including HTML, JavaScript, DHTML, 3D animation,
CSS, RSS, XML, design, Flashand  agreatdeal more.

Map sources
Google Maps see C Module II, p. 24
Google Streetview see C Module |, p. 45 and Module II, p. 40

OpenStreetM  ap.org http://www.openstreetmap.org/

OpenStreetMap is a rights free, Wiki  -like editable map of the whole world. It currently has more than

320,000 contributors, creating geographic data in a number of ways. You can search for locations by

cities or post codes. When your search results are displayed you ge t results both from OpenStreet as well

as results from GeoNames http://www.geonames.org/ (a geographical database that covers all countries

in the world and contains over eight million place names that are available for download free of charge,

as a map, satellite, hybrid, and terrain). You can also search for street names plus name of town, for

example fiacademy street invernesso, or specific locations e.

some of the overl ay features foundin ~ C Google Maps  the quality of the maps is good and the zooming,

wheel scrolling and panning features work well. It can be remarkably detailed and precise. Anyone is free

to copy, distribute, transmit and adapt OpenStreet maps and data, or you can embed it on your website

(click the 6Exportd tab), as long as you credit OpenStreet Me
see http://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright

W e

Ope=Steuliep View Edte  etery  Dipert  GPFS Traces User Diares

A map of Inverness at OpenStreetMap.org

OpenStreet Map allows you to edit and contribute, make change
but you will first need to create an account to do this. This will then also enable you to ask and answer

questions, comment and vote for the questions of others and their answers. Both questions and answers

can be revised and improved. This Q&A site is moderated by OpenStreetmap members. When a question

or answer is fAupvotedodo, the user lel'bkamnpeantseThese pointsiselvel gain poi
as a rough measure of the community trust in the user. Questions can be tagged with relevant keywords

to simplify future access and organize the accumulated material.
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Medical and h ealth

Important n  ote: while the websites listed below  are recommended as authoritative and
reliable sources, bearin mindthata ny medical or health site, however authoritative it may be,
should never be used as a substitute for medical advice from your GP.

Adverse Drugs Reaction Databa se
http://www.hc -sc.gc.ca/dhp - mps/medeff/databasdon/index -eng.php
A Health Canada government database that contains info  rmation about suspected adverse reactions (also

known as side effects) to health products, captured from adverse reaction reports submitted to Health
Canada by consumers and health professionals, who submit reports voluntarily, as well as by market

authorization holders (i.e. manufacture rs and distributors), who are required to submit reports according
to the Canadian governmentds Food and Drugs Regulations. Inf
immunization is provided in the Vaccine Safety section of the Public Health Agency of Canad a Web site.

This avaluable and authoritative  database although Health Canada makes it clear it cannot be used on its
own to evaluate a health product's safety profile; nor does it provide conclusive information on the safety
of health products

Bandolier  http://www.medicine.ox.ac.uk/bandolier/index.html

Hosted and developed by the Pain Research Group based in Oxford , this is an important source of
evidence based healthcare information in the UK and worldwide . The impetus behind Bandolier was to

find information about evidence of effectiveness (or lack of it), and put the results forward as simple

bullet points of those things that worked and those that did not: a bandolier with bullets. In formation
comes from systematic reviews, meta -analyses, randomised trials, and from high quality observational

studies. While many visitors to the Bandolier sites  are healthcare pr ofessionals, it can also serve as a
source of high quality information for m any patients and their carers. Inits d&nowledge Library 67 which
you can search or browse through a variety of topic headings, each  with a range of sub  -categories i
Bandolier collects good quality evidence and searches for systematic reviews of treatments , of evidence
about diagnosis, epidemiology or health economics, and abstracts it. 6Bandolier Extrad contain
essays on specific topics that can be read on -screen in HTML or  are available as printable pdf files , While

i t Kealthy Living ©Opages we r e de¥eloped to try and help us ordinary folk to know what to do to avoid
seeing our doctors except socially. It really isn't hard when we look at the solid evidence from large,
properly structured studies, and not the ephemeral twitterinr

FamilyDoctor.org http://familydoctor.org/online/famdocen/home.htmi

This Web site is operated by the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP), a US medical

organization representing mo re than 93,700 family doctors , family practice residents and medical

students. All of the information on the site has been written and reviewed by physicians and patient

education professionals at the AAFP. Its aim is to provide scientifically accurate and reliable information
from a family medicine perspective, to improve the health of all individuals and communities, and

empowering patients to make informed decisions about their health and wellbeing . While the emphasis is
on US practice, this site can be recommended for reliable information and a variety of helpful health

tools.

Healia http://www.healia.com/

Healia is an excellent health search engine as well as an online health community. It aims to serve as an
indep endent, unbiased gateway to high quality health information resources. fiHealia Communities 0is
composed of online health support groups that enable people to share health experiences, and its search

engine uses special algorithms to assess quality and to categorize Web documents. Results are delivered

in two groups, (1) articles in medical journals, and (2) clinical trials. The site also offers access to a wide

range of health guides. One caveat though is that it is heavily US biased and most of the sea rch results
tend to generate information from American websites and resources.

Health Abroad see Travel

Health Line see C Module Ill, Vertical and blog search engines, p. 19

MedlinePlus  http://www.nIm.nih.gov/medlineplus/

MedlinePlus is a comprehensive US health Web resource for the general public designed to help you find
appropriate, authoritative health information. To do this, it provide s access to information produced by
the National Library of Medicine and the US National Institutes of Health, such as searches of MEDLINE/

PubMed , its database that indexes medical research literature, and ClinicalTrials.gov, the database of

research studies from the National Institutes of Hea Ith. It also offers access to a database of full -text
drug and supplement information, an illustrated medical encyclopaedia, a medical dictionary, interactive

(@]
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health tutorials, and the latest health news. You can use MedlinePlus by searching or by browsing alarge

number of topics (each with a wide range of sub -topics) about symptoms, causes, treatment and
prevention for over 800 diseases, illnesses , health conditions and wellbeing issues. In addition,
MedlinePlus contains pages that link to other websites, provided thatt he primary purpose of the W eb
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MedlinePlus . A comprehensive Web health resource for the general public

page is educational, is designed not to sell a product or service, most content is available at no charge,

and advertisers or sponsors must not play a role in selecting or editing health information. While bearing

in mind that the emphasis is on medical practice in the USA, yo u can use MedlinePlus to learn about the
latest treatments, look up information on a drug or supplement, find out the meanings of words, or view

medical videos or illustrations. Additionally, you can get the latest information on the health topics that

mat ter to you most by signing up to the MedlinePlus email subscription service (free).

The Merck Manuals http://www.merckmanuals.com/

The Merck Manuals, a series of healthcare books for medical professionals as well as carers and patients,
are a trusted source for medical information by users in the USA. While they are also available for
purchase in print format, and as a service to the community, the content of the manuals is also freely

available in enhanced on  line versions as part of The Merck Manuals Online Medical Library. The Online

Medical Library is updated periodically with new information, and contains photographs, and audio and

video material not present in the print versions . The manuals include The Merck Manual of Diagnosis and
Therapy , The Merck Manual of Patient Symptoms (a concise practical guide to ae tiology, evaluation, and
treatment), and  The Merck Manual , a home medical encyclopaedia similar in scope  (i.e. medical terms
including symptoms, diseases, drugs, and treatments, etc.) to the British Medical Association 0 A-Z
Family Medical Encyclop aedia although the BMA publication |, the latest edition of which was published in
2008, is not unfortunately free  ly accessible online  but can be purchased in a print edition. For each of the
Merck manuals you can search by keyword, or browse sections froman A -Z index; alternatively browse
by individual sections , and you also search for specific symptoms . While the e mphasis is on medical
practice and patient  care in the USA, this a valuable resource.

NHS Clinical Knowledge Summaries http://www.cks.nhs.uk/home

The NHS Clinical Knowledge Summaries (formerly PRODIGY) are a reliable source of evidence -based

information and practical know -how about the common conditions managed in primary care. While CKS is

mainly aimed at healthcare professionals working in primary and fi rst -contact care it is also freely

available to the general public and provides access to up -to -date patient information and practical know -

how about common conditions managed in primary care, and clinical questions that arise in day -to-day

practice.Ini ts O0Knowledge Plusdé section, in addition to the core
CKS offersinformative  knowl edge and facts from credible and reliable s
everyday wor k and professional development. Italsoincludes drug  alerts and drug safety updates.

You can search the  database by topic or condition, ory ou can browse patient information for which

leaflets are available by subject, or alphabetically. If you click on to a main topic it will display a range of
26


http://www.merckmanuals.com/
http://www.cks.nhs.uk/home

sub-topics on the right, for example the first one O0Allergyd open
topics, e.g Asthma, and then offers a wide range of information about triggers, symptoms, causes,

diagnosis, treatment, and more. Alternatively, if you want more d etailed information ,search for fAast hi
selecting 6 Al | s ect i on-don menu, anditkes wil thénllead you to the clinical topic asthma,

which covers the primary care management of acute and chronic asthma in adults and children, showing

a sectio n outline of the contents in two panels on the left, and which is the information used by your GP.

Click on
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NHS Clinical Knowledge Summaries . A reliable source of evidence - based information
and practical know -how about the common conditions managed in primary care
to 6Leaflets for patientsd or, alter natthiwvie bsyally betiweerd0 a-nd pr i nt

40 pages long ), which includes an extensive documentary apparatus and bibliography of relevant articles
in authoritative medical journals (including hyperlinks to the articles, many of which are freely accessible
as full text), together with a section on different drugs used for the condition.

NHS Direct  http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/

This is the website t haationad uefephone t healthliregrontdimGexpert health advice,
information and reassurance, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. You can get reliable health advice on
treating a range of common health problems , and w hich also includes video presentations for many
conditons. Cl i ck t he &6Chec k  owhich lpadstyampt -Zmwfssy mpt oms as well as a 6B
that helps you to identify the p  art of the body where your symptoms are . As youclickontoa topic a
6Sympt om c Wilkaskkyeura éange of questions to assess the severity of your condition or

symptoms, asitfirstofall needs to rule out any serious medical problems that may need urgent care. It
then offers advice , if appropriate , on howtotreaty ourself to getbetter ,together with  advice on
medicines you can take and obtain without prescription. Alternatively it may recommend that you should
see your GP ; or, if pain ordiscomforti s severe,itwill advise youto dial 999 or go to your nearest
accident and emergency (A&E) department.

NICE Clinical Guidelines http://lwww.nice.org.uk/ (Home page)
http://guidance.nice.org.uk/CG/Published (for published  Clinical Guidelines)

The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) provides guidance, sets quality standards

and manages a national database to improve people's health and prevent and treat ill health. Based on
best available evidence, NICE makes recommendations to the NHS on new and existing medicines,

treatments and procedures, and treating and caring for people with specific diseases and conditions. NICE

also makes recommendations to the NHS, local authorities and other organisations i n the public, private,
voluntary and community s ectors . While this is primarily a resource for the medical and health
professions, the guidelines are also freely accessible to the general public, and thus can help pati ents to

make informed decisions. To find out more about guidance NICE has published or is developing on a
specific health topic, choose from a broad number of health topics, which in turn then lead you to a sub -
menu with more specific topics, conditions, or diseases. For example, forthe main topic Eye, one sub -
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topic is fiGlaucoma (CG85) Diagnosis and management of
hypert e nGuidancedlocuments (in Word and/or pdf formats , indicating the file size and approximate
download time  for each document ) consi st of the full guideline documents, the NICE guideline, a quick

reference guide, and NICE guidance written for patients and carers , together with  appendices.

Omni Medical Search http:/iwww.omnimedicalsearc h.com/

This is a powerful meta search engine where you can search up to 12 different medical search engines at

one time. Its main feature, the Web search option , aims to find auth  oritative, but consumer  -orientated ,
health and medical information comprising nearly one million medical terms and synonyms that

translates everyday language and matches it to more complex medical information and definitions.
Additionally, Omni  Medical Search has tabbed search options for more medical search information: News
(health and medical, latest discoveries, etc.), Images Search (for medical images through an index of

150,000 image s from more than 100 sources), Forums (online support and discussion groups) that

queries over 120 diff  erent health and medical forums, and MedPro, intended primarily for medical

professionals, but also patients and carers who want to probe a little deeper in their research.

PubMedCentral/UK Pubmed Central
see C Module Ill, Vertical and blog search engine s, p. 20

Quackwatch http://www.quackwatch.org/index.html

Although there are now many reliable medical resources  on the Internet, including those list ed in this
section, there are also an awful lot of quack sites that contain suspect or unsubstantiated he alth advice
and information,  offer questionable therapies , sell empty promises,  or, at worst, are health care w ebsites
that may be fraudulent. This includes a myriad numbe rof websites that offer alternative remedies,
therapies and practices. Founded by Stephen Barrett, MD , Quackwatch isa n American non -profit
corporation whose purpose is to combat health -related frauds, myths, fads, fallacies and misconduct Lt
serves as a kind of alternative medicine watchdog website , and investigates questionable claims, reports
illegal marketing, and aim sto debunk pseudoscientific claims.  Well researched and  extensively
documented, it cites peer -reviewed journal articles and t he site ha s been developed with the assistance
from a worldwide network of voluntee rs and scientific advisors . Over the yearsit  has received positive
recognition from  several mainstream organizations and sources. As Quackwatch is critical of most forms
of alternati ve medicine T and one could possibly argue that it perhaps depends a little bit too heavily on
negative research and case studies  in which alt ernative therapies have been proven not to work i its
firmly anti -holisti ¢ medicine stance may o  ffend some, but this is a very useful resource all the same
(albeit primarily based on US practice) . Afterall, injectinga healthy measure of scepticism when
reviewing popular health information on the Web is probably not a bad thing!

Movies and the ¢ inema

The Internet Movie Database http://www.imdb.com/

Search for any movie here and get full details from an incredibly rich database. It amounts to a huge

collection of movie information, offering you just about eve ry pertinent detail about a movie, from who
was in it, to who made it, to trivia about it, to filming locations, and where you can find reviews  on the
Web. Access is free fornon  -commercial use, and the site is supported by reve nues from its advertisers.
For each movie in the database there are a very large number of user reviews and scores/votes, links to

critics 6reviews, and an overall fimetascore 0 a (veighted average of reviews ), together with a synopsis of
the film, date of r  elease, name of director and full cast, most with links to biographical profiles about the

leading actors. For many you also get links to video trailers. In order to submit your own reviews, and

rate movies from 1 (awful) to 10 (great), you will need to re gister. Once you have done so you can also
create and manage movie lists, catalogue your DVD collection, and participate in online discussions about

movies and the cinema, your favourite actors and actresses and directors, etc., or post messages on a

messa ge board.

Rotten Tomatoes http://www.rottentomatoes.com/

Before you decide to watch a movie i n the cinema, on TV, or think of buying the DVD, check out its rating
here first : good films receive a "fresh" t omato rating and bad movies receive a "rotten" rating. Rotten
Tomatoes is an excellent and generally dependable resource, for both English -language and foreign films,
including the latest released movies. Type the name of the movie into the search box and it will then
provide you with a synopsis, the genre, year released, an overall rating, running time, name of director

and the full cast, most with links to photographs and a short biographical profile about each actor. It will

also display an average rati  ng by reviewers, the Tomato Reader, and an audience rating (usually several

thousand), the number of reviews it has stored in its dat abase, and how mangshde rated 0
rating

favour abl e, a n do thtoemn dma niy. ei.r unf avour abl e . d83% caoheeonsaderéd
as good or generally favourable, while anything over 90% usually means there is a consensus among
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critics that it is an outstanding film or even a classic of its kind. You can select to browse t  he reviews by

OAIl criti ¢ s § theslaiter & fecopmended. You will see a short ext ract from the review, click
on O Ful | andiewillileadwdu to the original newspaper or magazine page where the review has
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Rotten Tomatoes . Check out movie reviews and ratings

appeared, and which is usually freely accessible (occasionally, especially for old er films, it canlead to a
dead link if the review page no longer exists). On top of the page you can alternate between the UK and

the US site, if you are searching for UK (o r foreign films), the UK version is sometime better. You can

also log in to Facebook to rate the movie and see your friends' ratings.

Music
Oxford Grove Music Online & Oxford Encyclopeadia of Popular Music . For free access to
this resource  see C Highland Council e Reference Library in section General resources

and finding tools

Scot | and 6 shttgMuwew.bbc.co.uk/scotland/music/

This is the very attractively presented portal for BBC Sco tland's music coverage 1 on TV, radio and o nline
i presented underthree broad categories : Rock/ Pop, Jazz & Classical , Celtic/ Folk. It cover s festivals,
sessions , and music events  from all genres of music in Scotland, from dubstep to bagpipes. You can view
all the programmes that are available at any time, including those on the BBC iPlayer, or search the Ato
Z index for listings. There is also a lively blog with reviews, interviews, video s, general outpourings , and
surprise guest bloggers, and for which you can search the complete archives.

Yale Music Library T Music Resources on the Web

http://www.library.yale.edu/musiclib/webres.htm

Hosted by The Irving S. Gilmore Music Library at Yale U niversity , this is a very extensive collection of

links (many with a short description) to music resources and research tools  on the Web . It covers all
genres of music, classical and contemporary , sacred, vocal and choral, and including archives and specia |

collections, biographical resources, composers and composer societies, dictionaries, instruments, lyrics,
music theory, musicology, periodicals, schools of music, scores online, sheet music collections, sound
recordings,etc.a swellas the Yal e Mu s i c &lectrbnic Resquites in Music 0
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Scams and  hoaxes

Age UK T Scams Advice  http://www.ageuk.org.uk/scams -advice

No one likes to feel  that they have wasted or, worse, been conned out of theirmoney . Unfortunately, this

is happening all too frequently nowadays and scams i dishonest or fraudulent schemes designed to cheat

the purchaser 1 are now common. W iththisin mind , Age UK has produced two  very helpful and freely
downloadable i nformation guide s that offer a great deal of practical advice about scams, how to avoid

the m, how you can protect yourself against this sort of crime by knowing  what to look for , and how to

detect the mostcommonrip -offs. i Av ongstams. Smart ways to pr dd95KBta2¢mager sel f 0
leaflet ) covers just about everything you need to know about checking acompanyds credentials
traders, bogus callers, direct mail scams, email scams, identity theft, and bad investments, together wi th

a useful Scams Checklist. ~ You can avoid a lot of scams and bad purchases if you know what to look for.

At the same page you can also downl oad anot her ftay;gsafe e Rersbnaltsecwity at fioBe

oroutand about o ( 5 2,808 ). While these leaflets are principally targeted at older people, they are

equally valuable for anyone else dyou donét have tondde old to be con

Hoax -Slayer http://www.hoax - slayer.com/

Most of us receive hoax warnings from time to time, about the threat of a deadly new computer virus or
Trojan horse that is about to infiltrate your computer and hijack your address book, etc. They normally
arrive in the form of an email, urging you to pass on the warnings to all your friends, and containing
bogus warnings usually intent only on frightening or misleading users. The best course of action always is

NOT to pass on the emails and merely delete them. Hoaxs -Slayer is dedicated to debunking email
hoaxes, combating spam, and educating Web users about emaila nd Internet security issues.

i ARBE-GREP Mo Hiwe B- 8- o0 Qs /& we & rercy & dxth » - A

Debunking email hoaxes and exposing Intemet scams since 20031

B Hoax-Slayer -

Home Atout! New Articles RSS Feed  Subscrpbons  Conlact

Latest Email Hoaxes - Current Internet Scams - Hoax-Slayer

Hoax-Slayer = cedcated to debunking email hoaces, thwarting Internel scammers, combating spam, and educatng web users
about email and Internet securly issues, Moax-Stayer sllows Inlermnel usars 1o chack the veracity of common email hoaxes and
aims to counteract criminal acinity by publishing Information absul common types of Intemet scams. Hoax-Slayer also includes
anti-spam fips, computer and emal securnity mformation, anticles aboul true email forwards, and much more. New articies are
added fo the Hoax-Slayer websile every week,

Article Categories

True Emails Virus Email Hosxes Giveawsy Email Hosses Chaeily Hoaxes
Bogus Wamings Ermnal Petibons and Protests Email Chain Letlers Celabrily Email Hoaxes
Prank Emasls Bad Adwce Emails Funny Emasl Hoaxes Unsubstanbated Emads
Missng Child Emasl Hoaxes Phishing Scams Nigerian Scams Payment Transfer Job Scams
Email Lottery Scams Miscellaneous Scams Phiaeming Scams Internel Dating Scams
Camputer Securtly Virus Information Emasl Secunty Spam Control

@ Itorwat | Frotuched Moo D

Hoax -slayer . Devoted to debunking email hoaxes and exposing Internet scams

This searchable site allows you to check the veracity of common email hoaxes and aims to counteract

criminal activity by  publishing information about common types of Internet scams. Hoax -Slayer also

includes helpful anti  -spam tips, computer and email security information, and more. It covers viruses,

giveaway and charity hoaxes, bogus email warnings, email petitions, chain | etters, celebrity hoaxes,

prank emails, as well scams such as phishing, email lottery , and the notorious Nigerian advance fee

frauds, also called fi419 fraudso after the section of the
con game.

Symantec  Threat Explorer see C The Internet

Scamdex http://www.scamdex.com/
Scamdex is ahuge searchable repository and database of almost 100,000 email scams, get -rich -quick
scams, ebay and paypal scams, bogus lottery  winnings, spoof phishing email s from banks, scam emails
from former despots and  dictators in Africa and other countries (and their wives, sons or daughters!)
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and all other identity theft and | nternet fraud. It also offers arange of helpful resources, lin ks and
information aimed at informing and educating the | nternet -using public about the dangers and avoidance
of scammers , who't ry ever more ingenious methods to steal their identity and money. The site also
includes regularly updated news round -ups, a sca m gallery of images, and a scam forum for the

discussion and reporting of any Internet -related scam. Scamdex is supported entirely by advertising
revenue and so inevitably you get a lot of sometime distracting ads . However, by registering (for free) as
aS@amdexd member ylefreedvie lwingohtheentire Scamdex site, an d access to Scamdex
Direct, an email helpline for personal scam -related issues including research and validation of suspected
scams .

Scotland and Highlands of Scotland

see also C Travel

This is a pick of some the very best and most comprehensive Web resources about the social,
cultural and industrial history , archaeology , habitat , and natural heritage of Scotland and its
people , and especially of the Highlands. Also included are a number of other Scotland and

Highlands -related general resources and portals.

It should be noted that websites of local heritage groups and historical societies , or those of
local or regional tourist organizations, are not covered here. Some of these are included in an
extensive descriptive collection of links to websites relating to the Wester Ross are a (together
with a range of public transport timetables for the region ), iSome Lochcarron
I i nkas lattp://www.hanszell.co.uk/lochcarron.shtml ; or the excellent  fiwester Ross - Live the
Hi g hl a sitd shihp://www.visitwester -ross.com/ , which is an initiative of the Ce Itic Fringe
Tourism Association  http://www.celticfringe.org.uk/index.htm

Ambaile /The Gaelic Village http://www.ambaile.org.uk/

Launched in 2003 and still growing, Ambaile is an enormously rich online learning and research resource
of digitiz ed archives for the language, history, and culture of the Scottish Highla nds and Islands. Now
funded by t he Highland Council and managed as pa rt of Highland Libraries, it offers learning opportunities

for users of all age groups, abilities and backgrounds by drawing together unique material which until

now was difficult to access and presenting it in a user -friendly and often exciting way. On Am Baile you
will find collections of photographs, r are books and archive documents from libraries, museums and
private collections,  audio clips of music, poetry  , contemporary art, oral histories and oral history
interviews , resources for Gaelic speakers and learners, films and videos, as well as interactive games,

stories and com ics that will be of interest to children and yo ung people. The site can be used in Gaelic
and English with an option of switching language at any time.

Explore and discover either by entering keywords in the search box or by browsing individual sections,
navigating your way through the various topics and media types , or browsing the complete A -Z subject
index. You can spend  hours of pleasurable browsing on this site. You may wish to  type in the name of
your community  (or county ) in the search box and you may then find all sorts of gemsand fascinating
results. Bear in mind though that the search results will not only deliver results linked to a special

|l ocation, such asodosapufiLowchtanteo di splay other results

accompanies i mages or other search results, including,
advanced search facilities ~ you can filter the search results, e.g to search for photogr aphs, maps, videos,

or books and archival material only. Am Baile also offers local history groups and other community

organizations help in preserving and sharing the heritage and cultur e of local areas. It can digitiz e

material you would like to share an d will return all material with free digital copies. It can also advise on

copyright and preservation issues.

Onecaveat: Am Bail e s aggssmayche gownloadgdfrom Am Baile for personal use, and
for non -commercial educational purposes such as in a classroom or teaching environment, or for private
research. For any other use of images, such as in a publication or on a publicly available website,

copyright clearance must be obt ai amgrudentpbiicy |, dhe watermark i @ a

visible embedded overlay on a digital photo) which Am Baile uses is fairly prominent and therefore can be
quite distracting when printing out material such as photographs , even if they are only for educational
use or for private research and not for com mercial exploitation.
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Ambaile/The Gaelic Village . A n enormously rich online learning and research resource

Recently it introduced the 'External Book Collection' http://www.ambaile.org.uk/en/ExternalLibrary on
their website, with around 250 links to a wide range of historical books and pamphlets about the

Highlands. These books are available on various open access websites worldwide and are brought

together here fo r easy access. You can select from about 60 topics or browse the entire A -Z list of books.
Click on to any of the titles and it will then lead you to the site where you can read and/or download the

entire book in various formats.

Among o ther notable features on Am Baile that are well worth exploring is the dNewspaper Index 6
http://www.ambaile.org.uk/en/newspapers/index.jsp , a searchable database of stories and articles

carried in  six newspapers of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland , for the most part in the 18th and

19th century.  The database contains a short summary of each article and a reference to the issue in

which the article was published. The newspape rs available for se arching are:  The Inverness Journal

(1807 -1849 ), The Inverness Advertiser (1849 -1885) , Scottish Highlander (1885 -1898), Inverness
Courier (1879, 1898 -1901, 1920 -1939), John O'GroatJournal (183 6-1887) ,and Gairm (1952 -2002) . To

request a copy of an article simply tick the 'Request this article' box alongside the article (you may select
up to 10 articles per request); select the 'Request selected newspaper articles' button; complete the form
with your name and email address and submit. An email request will b e automatically sent to the library

responsible for the original newspapers and you will be contacted as soon as possible.

Ask Scotland http://askscotland.org.uk/

Ask Scotland is an  excellent online information s er vi ce pr ovi d e dibrérigsthatdetstyougeh d 6 s
answers from real people, direct from your desktop. Your question will be sent to a librarian who will use

their rich library collections to research your query and send back a personal response. T he service aims
to provide you with reliable information that you can trust, whether for study, research or just plain

curiosity. Jointly funded by the Scottish Government through the Public Library Quality Improvement

Matrix and the participating librarie s, Ask Scotland isa non  -profit service that is coordinated by the

Scottish Library and Information Council (SLIC) and is staffed by librarians and library assistants in

Scotland's libraries. While Ask Scotland specializes in questions about Scotland and i ts history, librarians
will be happy to answer general reference queries on any other topic too. You can also search for

previously answered questions from an answer database. You can even use a live chat service to get

answers quickly.

General Register Office for Scotland http://www.gro -scotland.gov.uk/

seealso C Scotl anddés Peopl e

This site provides accessto  a wide array ofi nfo rmation about Scotland's people. From 1 April 2011, the
General Register Office for Scotland (GRO) merged with the National Archives of Scotland to become the
National Records of Scotland (NRS). It is responsible for the registration of events such as births, deaths,

marriage, civil partn  ership and adoptions and for the laws relating to the formalities of marriage , and it
tak es the census of Scotland's population every 10 years. It uses information from the census and other
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sources to prepare and publish a very wide range of demographic an d other statistics used by central and

local government, commerce and industry and medical and other resea rchers, and much of it accessible

or downloadable from this website. It also provides family records, drawn from its registration and census

informati on, for genealogists all over the world. You can find out about the size, location and

characteristics of Scotland's population and how this has changed over the years, or gain access to

statistics by theme (household, life expectancy, population, migratio n, etc.). Each year GRO also

publishes a |Iist of top baby names for the year andfoyou can
2010 at http:// www.gro -scotland.gov.uk/files2/stats/popular -forenames/babies -first -names -2010.pdf .

The Highland Council http://www.highland.gov.uk/

see also C Highl and Councile Reference Library in section General resources and
findingtools  and (in this section) C Ambaile/The Gaelic Village, C Ask Scotland

C Highland Historic Environment Record

This is the page where you can find out everything , and all the facts and figures, about your Council
including access to information, committees, council tax, elections and electoral registration, employment
(including job vacancies), finance (including business and technical support), Highlands facts and figures,

your councillors, your ward (click on to informati on about individual wards throughout the Highlands , and
key contacts ), the environment (agri culture, fisheries and forestry, animals and pest control,

conservation, archaeology and biodiversity, etc.) , environmental health (food safety, pollution, premises
inspection reports), health and safety, land and water, licensing, planning and building warrants and

applications, construction, road s and transport (including public transport, bus passes and concessionary

fares for elderly or disabled people ), coastal protection ( flood prevention, etc.) , sustainable development,

and waste management , refuse collection , and recycling. Additionally, there are many informative pages

for those who live in the Highlands about , for example, benefit s, grants and allowances; birth/death and

civil partnership registrations; community councils; consumer information ; housing; schools; leisure and

tourism; sports facilities,  social work; library services, archives, and museums, and a great deal more.

There are also lots of downloads of different documents and forms in pdf format.  The Highla nd Council

website is fully searchable (including good advanced search facilities ),buti fyou canétd fwihat youdre
after cl i ck ambatthe top ab tBe honeeM page, or click this link

http://www.highland.gov.uk/sitemap.htm
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Ploase talce our yser suryey for & chance to win a £30 Amazon voucher!

The Highland Historic Environment Record. Access information about tens of thousands of historic
buildings, archaeological sites and finds dating from earliest prehistory through to the present day

Highland Historic Environment Record http://h  er.highland.gov.uk/home.html

An exciting new initiative by the Highlands Council, the Highland Historic Environment Record (HER) is a
database that contains information about tens of thousands of historic buildings, archaeological sites and

finds dating f rom earliest prehistory through to the present day, and now freely accessible online through

these web pages. The online HER is fully searchable, usin g either an interactive map, or using the search
facility at  http://her.highland.gov.uk/SimpleSearch.aspx where you enter a keyword, time period and/or

33


http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files2/stats/popular-forenames/babies-first-names-2010.pdf
http://www.highland.gov.uk/
http://www.highland.gov.uk/sitemap.htm
http://her.highland.gov.uk/home.html
http://her.highland.gov.uk/SimpleSearch.aspx

location in the search form; or you can search for all time periods. You can also find out about the
archaeology of the Highlands using the thematic links in the left -hand pane on the search page.

The Internet Guide to Scotland http://www.scotland -info.co.uk/scotland.htm

This massive 80,000 word guide by Joanne Mackenzie -Winters, regularly updated, contains wide -ranging
details on accommodation, transport and travel throughout Scotland, but with particular emphasis on the

Highlands and Islands, including the Hebrides/Weste m Isles. Choose from three maindrop  -down menus:
a destination index to Mainland Places, the Scottish Islands, and an A -Z menu to topic  -specific contents
grouped under a large number of headings. While the emphasis is on accommodation, places to stay,

sig htseeing, and outdoor activit ies, there are also sections such as genealogy, jobs and property,

relocation, whisky tours, and much more. Whether you are planning to visit Scotland and the Highlands,

or planning to relocate to Scotland, this is an excellen t starting point.
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The Internet Guide to Scotland . An excellent starting point, w hether you are planning to visit
Scotland and the Highlands, or pl anning to relocate to Scotland

Linguae Celticae http://www.linguae - celticae.org/GLS_english.htm
Hosted by Kurt Duwe,  this German website  (but with both German and English text) is devoted to
modern Celtic languages. Linguae Celticae has published a series of detailed reports, all freely
accessible/downloadable online, dealing with communities that were predominantly Gaelic -speaking at
the end of the 19th century. The reports draw primarily (though not exclusively) on local popu lation
census data, and aim to shed light on the state of the Gaelic language i in all its dimensions, and even
for very small geographical units 7 through the ages, from 1881 until today . There are a total of 27
reports, plus a bibliography published as a separ ate volume; each report is extensively illustrated with

charts, tables, and maps. This project is an astonishing tour de force and will be of great interest to local
communi ties in the Highlands and Islands.

Rampant Scotland http:/iwww.rampantscotland.com/
AScotdi RkRampant Scotland is probably one o-felatechéebpages.fest di r ec
consists of (i) more than 13,000 Scottish -related links, plus (2) links to over 4,000 feature articles on all

aspects of Scotland and the Scots. It covers just about every conceivable topic, from accommodation, air
lines, archaeology, architecture, arts, bagpipes, clans, etc. through tartans, tourism, or whisky. There are
a number of "Photo Librari  es" included on the site covering places like Edinburgh, Glasgow, Scottish

castles, and butterflies of Scotland, and there are also a number of video slide shows. | mportantly, this is
more than just a collection of links, as each entry offers a brief descr iption and there is "deep linking" to
asite'ssub -pages, where appropr i at-bnepefs@a da Aldn Smth a Glasgow h e -arean

resident (now in his 70s) who has lived in Scotland all his life and delights in helping others explore "this
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Rampant Scotland . Hugely informative and entertaining

special wee corner of the world." His site is an astonishing labour of love and it is hugely

entertaining.
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more. Thanks to this marvellous online facility, researching your family history i tracing your Scottish
ancestry and find ing out when, where and how your relatives lived i has now become so much easier. In
early April 2011the Scot | andds P e alpdreleased theslbitl eensus data. This census details
information collected from more than 4.7 million Scots i marking a century since the data was f irst
gathered. The records  include the name, address, age, occupation, birthplace and marital status of

everyon e counted in the 1911 census, as well as details about their children. For the f irst time, the
census data is presented in full colour rather than black and white.

Scot |l and 6 s htp:l/vave.ecstlandspl aces.gov.uk/

Brings together authentic information and images to help you discover places in Scotland. It enables you
to search across different national databases using place names and geographic locations, and drawing

on databases of The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, The

vodial Wch cfincic ARNBE-GREP Mo Wiwe 8-t Liwn- Qe & & 0w & reres & wxch ® M- A -

Scot | andd&s BArgiagtasther information and images to help you discover places in Scotland

National Archives of Scotland and The National Library of Scotland. Materials includes digital copies of
maps and plans and archival photographs of cities, towns, villages, farms, roads, canals, harbours,
churches, schools, public buildings, private houses, mines and quarries; surveys of the Scottish fresh

water lochs; archaeological reports on historic and prehistoric sites; as well as manuscript records and
printed books fr  om millions of pages in government and private records, including tax rolls, owners of

land and heritages, and the annual reports of county Medical Officers of Health.

Scotlinks  http://www.scotlinks.com/

Scotlinks, i-esd iat fichau maacnot | and directory that offerds alnidnks to
aims to provide an informative resource for tourists and locals alike. (While human -edited it does not
unfortunately tell us more about the human beings or the organization behind the site.) There are links to

a huge number of Scotland/Scottish related Web sites and resources, each with a brief description,

images for most, a rating, and reviews for some. Search the site or browse via 18 broad categories, each
with arange of s ub-categories. There is also  a fiToplist 0 section , devoted to what Scotlinks says are the
top 40 or so Scottish ~ websites, based on the number of hits if accessed via Scotlinks . Subject to meeting
certain criteria, anyone is welcome to  submit their link or article  provided itis Scotland -related and the
website or business is Scottish based. Submission guidelines are included on the website.

Scottish Business Information Service (SCOTBIS) see C Business

Scottish Documents.com http://lwww.scottishdocuments.com/

Created by the Scottish Archive Network (SCAN), this is a marvellous resource for anyone interested in
researching family history, or to find out more about famous Scots in past centuries. The site offers a

freely accessible, fully searchable index of over 520,000 Scottish wills and testaments dating from 1500
to 1901. Browse or search the site by forename and surname, or go to advanced search where you can
search by description (i.e. title, occupation, or place), by court/commissariot, or by period. You ca n
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purchase a high quality colour digital image of the document of your choice for only £5, by ticking the
check box in the search results and which is then added to a shopping cart for online ordering and
payment in a secure environment.

The Scottish Mid ge Forecast  http://2010.midgeforecast.co.uk/ (URL may change in
subsequent year s)
A forecast of a different kind! The Mid ge Forecast, now is in its sixth season, is sponsored by the insect

repellent Saltidin  E , manufactured by Advanced Pest Solutions (APS). It combines Google Maps with

APS's midge forecasting technology to help visitors and locals alike to plan their outdoor activities during

the summer months, especially during July and August. The Midge Fore cast is published in some Scottish
daily newspapers and online via this website. It uses actual midge catch data recorded using Scottish -
made midge traps and weather forecast data from the MeteoGroup. The site also has some interesting

pages devoted to mid  ges behaviou r, how they locate their prey T and become aware of a potential meal,
attracted by your breath , Sweat and other body smells I and the negative impact midges can have on the
Scottish tourism industry.

Scottish Natural Heritage http://www.snh.gov.uk/
SNH's work is about caring for the natural heritage, enabling people to enjoy it, helping people to
understand and appreciate it, and supporting those who manage it. Here you can learn how to explore

thehuged i versity of Scotlandbés | andscapes, geology, habitats

into the diversity of Scotland's species, from the largest to the smallest, and find out about the different

places and where in Scotland they live. Or learn mo re about Scotland's rocks, landforms and soils, and

find out how drifting continents, volcanoes, ice sheets, and rivers and coasts of today, continue to shape

Scotland. The site also offers some useful resources for teaching, and there are pages devoted t 0 SNH
publications, data and research.

Scottish Parliament/Parlamaid na h -Alba
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/holyrood/index.htm

This is the official website of Holyrood and the Scottish Parliament, where you can find out more about
the role and duties of the Presiding Officer, how the Parliament wor ks as an organization, how the

Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body (SPCB) is opter¢,ati ng,

senior managers, etc. Or you can access current MSPs pages, those of committees, or learn about bills in
progress, current motions and amendments, parliamentary procedures, election results, staff
organizat i on and senior staffFraeaquerstol f oagked | qua shtei dns o6

answers to some of the questions most often asked by members of the public,

pages you will find many useful teaching and learning resources to help with school work, and where you
can also learn about the history of the Scottish Parliament from the middle ages through to the Treaty of
the Union. To get the most out of the site you might wish to click on to the sitemap link on top of the
home page, or click on this link http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/cnPages/siteMap.htm

Scottish Poetry Library I Poetry Online

http://www.spl.org.uk/poetry_online/index.html

Since its foundation in 1984 The Scottish Poetry Library has amassed a remarkable collection of written

works, as well as tapes and videos. The emphasis is on contemporary poetry written in Scotland, in

Scots, Gaelic and English, but historic Scottish poetry and contemporary works from almost every part of

the world feature too. All its resources, advice and information are readily accessible, free of charge. In

its rich doetry Online 6sections you canr ead twenty of the best Scottish Poems publis hed each year, from
2004 -2010; read and views poems, ephemera and resources from the Edwin Morgan Archive at the

Scottish Poetry Library; or read poems and stories from Edinburgh's recent 'Carry a Poem' campaign. At

pages
whi

a

I_

€

the 6Reading Roomé you can access new books or old favourite

boxd to explore resources on starting to write, getting

book group at the Scottish Poetry Library, find your nearest book group, or get ideas for your own group.
Among other resources the site also offers free access to the Readers Quarterly and current and past
Scottish Poetry issues, a poetry map of Scotland, and there are many very helpful articles that can be
downloaded, e.g. Working with Teenagers and Young Adults, by Ryan Van Winkle, exploring approaches

to poetry for groups who enjoy independence and creativity.

37

your


http://2010.midgeforecast.co.uk/
http://www.snh.gov.uk/
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/holyrood/index.htm
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/cnPages/siteMap.htm
http://www.spl.org.uk/poetry_online/index.html

Scottish Poetry Library i Poetry Online . Arich resource of contemporary poetry written in Scotland

Scottish Screen Archive http://ssa.nls.uk/

A film and video collection of over 100 years of Scotland's history. It reflects 20th -century Scottish social,
cultural and industrial history, the lives o f ordinary Scots across the generations, and the achievements

of Scottish film -makers in the craft of film production. The archive houses more than 32,000 items,

mostly non -fiction, including documentaries, ne wsreels, educational material, t elevision and p ublic
information films, home movies, an d more. It is a prolific resource, with excellent search facilities to

quickly track down film clips from particular areas or communities, including those in the Scottish

Highlands.

Scottish Screen Archive . A film and video collection of over 100 years of Scotland's history
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